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Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
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| pray that your Lenten Season and Resurrection Day brought youa
new and refreshed spirit. Thank you to all those who provided the
flowers in the sanctuary for the Resurrection Day Celebration, they
were beautiful and added much to the honoring of our Risen Lord. .

Spring has officially started by the time you are reading this. | so en-}
joy watching the grass turn green, the spring flowers beginning to "'
bloom, (the daffodils at the church have bloomed) and the buds as

they break forth and all of the trees into blossoms or tender young 4
leaves. Seeing life returning from the dead of winter always reminds !

me of Godds great | ove for us, Savi
Christ.

What a privilege is ours that Jesus has called us to tell the nations th

Good News about Him. The great thing with this invitation to tell the

Good News, Jesus is right theregwit
alone. He goes with us! He stands right beside us as we tell His storﬁ'
sharing that Good News in all its glory and splendor. | am so glad an(}
rejoice that we arendt in this Yy
couraging us. )

" «  So, this Spring, as life comes forth and all around you: Shout! Sing with

Joy! Share the story of Jesus in all its splendor.
God Bless You and Happy Spring »

&
Pastor Rick .‘,{
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29565b

DEACONS

" "Joseph's Tears
Mary Luti

" Reuben replied, I told you not to sin against the
but you wouldn 't listen! Now we must give an ac
unting for his blood.’ They did not know he could
derstand them... Joseph turned from them and bé
to weep: Genesis 42:224

Joseph's brothers stand accused of espionage. Th
aren't spies, of course, just starving Canaanites. §
they protest their innocence, but no,one cares or
helps. It's as if they've been seized, stripped, and
thrown into a pit.. The irony doesn't escape them. [
killed our brother," Reuben says. "This is paybach

They don't know that the powerful, enigmatic mar
who accused them is that brother. They don't real:
he understands them. But he does, and this is h
Joseph learns something immensely disérienting
his brothers are remorseful, they comprehend th
gravity of what they did.

The-horrors of that day, the pathos of siblings wh
regret their crime, grief over so many lost years,
fusion about what to do with them now that he c
anything he waiftst's all too much. Joseph break
down and weeps.

He will weep again. The remaining chapters are
drenched in his tears. They spring fram a thousarj
wells, but surely this is one: even if he can pardo
them, taking them in‘his arms, the sad past'rema
Nothing can change or repair the damage. | t can
only be grieved, it can only be borne. For some thi
all you can.do is weep.

We know we must forgive. But sometimes, like J
on the cross, the best we can do is find a way to §:
God, 'Fathegmuforgive,’ weeping and grieving as
we pray. | |

Sometimes we have to trust the sufficiency of teaj
Sometimes the important thing is not so much to
nally fix, but to fully feel.

Prayer
Receive my tears, O Christ, who wept for me.

Knee -deep

Alison J. Buttrick Patton

"My God, my God, why
me 2Mar k 15.:-34

One night during Len
ed. We spent seven h
tempting to stem the
As 1 |l ugged bucket a
rrain, water soaked m
groaned and rain fil
tthinking: What would
refalood? Not six inc
but enough water to

What would it be 1.k
brigade all night, w
and the rising tide?
i's i mpul sem@b Bhsks &
of a spiritual ,disci
"What ' s oitth?elrisk e f or

Trungmde us “knows iTaha
week from now, or an
whet her the creek wi
fail; whether the ea
tor will fail; wheth
movement - wil | fail.

connect h one anotiher
every day, to |listen
pain andheeahiemgtria
can respond not by d
ing together, confiid
even in the dark, ev
somet hi-ng in store f
resurrection

Prayer -

Dear. God: There . .are

are trials.” Hel p me

l'iver me from whinin
way of generous |ivi
A me
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SCRIPTURE READERS

April 3rd, 2nd Sunday of Resurrection  April 10th, 3rd Sunday of Resurrection

Dorothy Hall Barb Sabo
Psalms 150, Galatians 5: 223 Psalms 30, Psalms 51: 12
April 17th, 4th Sunday of Resurrection April 24th, 5th Sunday of Resurrection
Rick Stambaugh Rowena Baldwin
Psalms 23, Philippians 4:-9 Psalms 148, James 5: 8

[
i ks , : : :
i Remember to keep in your prayers those who are M Attention High School Seniors & Mm

I]!
i
. ) ) i
i shut in or in nursing homes. | M Returning College Student %
¥ pauline Nicely Alma Paine i & Applications for college scholarships .
i Rocky Knoll Geneva Village Retirement ¢ are available from the Board of Deacons.j
§ 1150 W. Market St., Rm 360 1140 S. Broadway, Rm. 306 i ks
j Akron, OH 44313 Geneva, OH 44041 g Church and will be attending college this #4
M o o _! g tumn, application forms are on the table '*\:j
X X XXX XXX XXX XXEXXIA Lounge and can be turned intoth
2 church office or to the Board of De&2
v Schedule for_ the v ¥ | <5 Deadline to submit your applications
g Central Congregational Team e Iy consideration is A r%l 30 5816
\ 4 to be at the Madison Food Center © prit %, :
4 Tuesday, April 26, 2016 1:00 3:00pm  ®
: Tuesday, June 7, 2016 1:003:00 pm :
\ A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL

d o This group of men meet on the first and
@@ﬂ \third Wednesday of the month, at 8:00 bm
Lo
le

MeBni'f) to discuss scripture and the Bible. Thid is
Study small group that 1s
you consider growing with them? |

WEDNESDAY WOMEN STUDIES

COﬁee HOu r | This group of women gathers every
| Wednesday for a lively discussions on r
e j ters of scripture and faith. The discussi 1
start at 10:00 a.m., and are followed by a
potluck luncheon. All that is required is a healthy

osity and a willingness to wrangle with idézsund
I interestingZeel free to join us.

uri-



mailto:nicely.helen@yahoo.com
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share
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B:nrthday"
am Wal tOedr/,1 7Krat i e Spath 04/ 29Roy Whippl e
e Hat haOwvdyl 9Ki t Donal dsdmM/ 29Peggy Cof f man
amin Wil0ddxw9Gavin Leffel04/ 29Robert Lee
Crawf drdd 20Jerry Mclntyre
DodrilOl4/ 20Vernon Jewel |
h Hubbardd 20Set h Wetherhol't
Broadwadtddr2 1Gr acel yn Dudas
JWihviep pOl 4e/ 2 4 Apr i | Davidson
ew Mor et/ 24Di ane Stegkemper
Cline 04/ 25Kara Smith
rine BeOwvMdm6Robert Barr
Teschlket/ 27Dori s Royer
Brown 04/ 27Austine Broadwater
ah Hei lOMdm8Gary Misich
//';;'/
tds time to dust off the top ga* an
|l tds Showti me! ! ,’
THE ANNUAL TALENT SHOW has been “edul
April 17, 2016, right after t 122251 s h
come and share your talent o&\at |l ea
their talbpnsbheetThe Sbgateaﬁ\i h e
Sign up soon and sign up
Iuck di nner is also included.
nt to share in this arena.
nks WI|| be provided. Bringing
your calendars now. See you




a

MISSION FOR april echo

Wellspring Worship Service

If you would like to try a

worship service with a bit more

of a contemporary flavor,

come join us on

Wednesday evenings

at 6:45 pm.
Receive the message and enjoy
singing praise songs with a beat



