
Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

I pray that your Lenten Season and Resurrection Day brought you a 

new and refreshed spirit.  Thank you to all those who provided the 

flowers in the sanctuary for the Resurrection Day Celebration, they 

were beautiful and added much to the honoring of our Risen Lord. 

Spring has officially started by the time you are reading this.  I so en-

joy watching the grass turn green, the spring flowers beginning to 
bloom, (the daffodils at the church have bloomed) and the buds as 

they break forth and all of the trees into blossoms or tender young 

leaves.  Seeing life returning from the dead of winter always reminds 

me of Godõs great love for us, saving us from death to new life in Jesus 

Christ. 

What a privilege is ours that Jesus has called us to tell the nations the 
Good News about Him.  The great thing with this invitation to tell the 

Good News, Jesus is right there with us.  He doesnõt expect us to do it 

alone.  He goes with us!  He stands right beside us as we tell His story, 
sharing that Good News in all its glory and splendor.  I am so glad and 

rejoice that we arenõt in this by ourselves.  Jesus is always there en-

couraging us. 

So, this Spring, as life comes forth and all around you: Shout! Sing with 

Joy!  Share the story of Jesus in all its splendor. 

God Bless You and Happy Spring 

 

 

Pastor Rick 



CALENDAR EVENTS  

4/5 10:00 am Card Ministry  

4/14 12:00 pm Mary/Martha   

4/15 6:00 pm Ladies Eating Out 

4/17 11;00 am Potluck & Variety Show  

4/21 7:00 pm Rebekah 

4/26 6:30 pm Menõs Club 

ATTENDANCE ñ  

Feb / March 
 

    Adults         Children                 Total  

2/21  56 10 66 

2/28  66 10 76     

3/6  68 3 71 

3/13  63 7 70 

3/20  67 14 81 

C e n t r a l   L i g h t h o u s e 

We always thank God for all of you and 
continually mention you in our prayers. 
3 We remember before our God and Father 
your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your endurance in-
spired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4 For we know, brothers and sisters[b] 
loved by God, that he has chosen you, 
5 because our gospel came to you not 
simply with words but also with power, 
with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. 
You know how we lived among you for 
your sake. 6 You became imitators of us 
and of the Lord, for you welcomed the 
message in the midst of severe suffering 
with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 
7 And so you became a model to all the 
believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The 
Lordôs message rang out from you not on-
ly in Macedonia and Achaiaðyour faith 
in God has become known everywhere. 
Therefore we do not need to say anything 
about it, 9 for they themselves report what 
kind of reception you gave us. They tell 
how you turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God, 10 and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the deadðJesus, who rescues us 
from the coming wrath. 
 

~ 1 Thessalonians 1: 2-10 (NIV) 

  

GIVING INFORMATION 

Weekly giving amount needed to meet budget  = 
$3,246.17 

Budget amount for 12 weeks      =     $ 38,954.04 
(Since January 1st) 
Amount  received from giving   =    $ 36,154.50 
(Since January 1st) 

                          Difference  is            -$ 2,799.54 

 

ñSo let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God 

loves a cheerful giver.ò 

~ 2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29565b


D E A C O N S 

"""Joseph's Tears  
Mary Luti  

 

"Reuben replied, 'I told you not to sin against the boy, 
but you wouldn't listen! Now we must give an acco 
unting for his blood.' They did not know he could un-
derstand them... Joseph turned from them and began 
to weep." - Genesis 42:22-24 

 
Joseph's brothers stand accused of espionage. They 

aren't spies, of course, just starving Canaanites. So 

they protest their innocence, but no one cares or 
helps. It's as if they've been seized, stripped, and 

thrown into a pit. The irony doesn't escape them. "We 
killed our brother," Reuben says. "This is payback."   

 

They don't know that the powerful, enigmatic man 
who accused them is that brother. They don't realize 

he understands them. But he does, and this is how 
Joseph learns something immensely disorientingñ

his brothers are remorseful, they comprehend the 

gravity of what they did.   
 

The horrors of that day, the pathos of siblings who 
regret their crime, grief over so many lost years, con-

fusion about what to do with them now that he can do 

anything he wantsñit's all too much. Joseph breaks 
down and weeps.   

 

He will weep again. The remaining chapters are 
drenched in his tears. They spring from a thousand 

wells, but surely this is one: even if he can pardon 
them, taking them in his arms, the sad past remains. 

Nothing can change or repair the damage. I t can 

only be grieved, it can only be borne. For some things, 
all you can do is weep.   

 
We know we must forgive. But sometimes, like Jesus 

on the cross, the best we can do is find a way to say to 

God, 'Father, you forgive,' weeping and grieving as 
we pray.   

 
Sometimes we have to trust the sufficiency of tears. 

Sometimes the important thing is not so much to fi-

nally fix, but to fully feel. 
 

Prayer  
Receive my tears, O Christ, who wept for me.  

Knee -deep  
Alison J. Buttrick Patton  

 

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?" - Mark 15:34 
 
One night during Lent our basement flood-
ed. We spent seven hours bailing water, at-
tempting to stem the surge.  
 
As I lugged bucket after bucket out into the 
rain, water soaked my boots, arm muscles 
groaned and rain filled my eyes. It got me 
thinking: What would it be like to weather a 
real flood? Not six inches in the basement, 
but enough water to wash away a house? 
What would it be like to labor on a sandbag 
brigade all night, working against the clock 
and the rising tide? When trouble strikes, it 
is impulse to ask, "Why me?" It's something 
of a spiritual discipline to ask instead, 
"What's it like for others?"  
 
Truly, none of us knows what awaits us ï a 
week from now, or an hour from now: 
whether the creek will rise or the crops will 
fail; whether the earth will shake or the reac-
tor will fail; whether war will erupt or the 
movement will fail. The challenge may be to 
connect ï with one another and with God ï 
every day, to listen to each other's stories of 
pain and healing. Then, when trials loom, we 
can respond not by despairing, but by band-
ing together, confident that God is at work ï 
even in the dark, even in the flood. God has 
something in store for usémaybe even a 
resurrection. 
 
Prayer  
Dear God: There are trials, and then there 
are trials. Help me to tell the difference. De-
liver me from whining, and lead me in the 
way of generous living, for all our sakes. 
Amen.  



Prayer Chain 

Central has a very active prayer chain with over 
twenty members, including the pastor and all the 
Deacons.  While we do most of the requests by 
email, we also do phone requests.  If you want us 
to pray for you or someone you love, please con-
tact Helen Nicely (428-3766) or  
nicely.helen@yahoo.com or Barb Piispanen . 
(428-3465) or bpiispanen@outlook.com 
   

WEDNESDAY WOMEN STUDIES  

This group of women gathers every 
Wednesday for a lively discussions on mat-
ters of scripture and faith.  The discussion 
start at 10:00 a.m., and are followed by a 
potluck luncheon.  All that is required is a healthy curi-
osity and a willingness to wrangle with ideas. .  Sound 
interesting?  Feel free to join us.  

Coffee Hour 
April     

Choirs  

April 3rd,  2nd Sunday of Resurrection  
Dorothy Hall 

Psalms 150, Galatians 5: 22-23 
 

April 17th, 4th Sunday of Resurrection 
Rick Stambaugh 

Psalms 23, Philippians 4: 1-9 

April 10th, 3rd Sunday of Resurrection 
Barb Sabo  

Psalms 30, Psalms 51: 12 
 

April 24th, 5th Sunday of Resurrection 
Rowena Baldwin  

Psalms 148, James 5: 8 

WEDNESDAY MENõS STUDY 

This group of men meet on the first and 
third Wednesday of the month, at 8:00 pm 
to discuss scripture and the Bible.  This is a 
small group that is willing to grow, wonõt 
you consider growing with them?   

Remember to keep in your prayers those who are  

shut in or in nursing homes. 

Schedule for the   
Central Congregational Team  

to be at the Madison Food Center 
Tuesday, April 26, 2016    1:00 -  3:00 pm  

Tuesday, June 7, 2016    1:00 -  3:00 pm 

 

Attention  High School Seniors & 
 Returning College Students :  
Applications for college scholarships 
are available from the Board of Deacons.  If you 

are a member of Central Congregational 
Church and will be attending college this Au-

tumn, application forms are on the table in the 

Lounge and can be turned in to the 
church office or to the Board of Deacons.  
Deadline to submit your application for  

consideration is April 30, 2016. 

Pauline Nicely 
Rocky Knoll 
1150 W. Market St., Rm 360 

Akron, OH  44313 

Alma Paine  

Geneva Village Retirement 

1140 S. Broadway, Rm. 306 

Geneva, OH  44041 

mailto:nicely.helen@yahoo.com


04/01  William Walter, Jr.  
04/03 Janine Hathaway 
04/05 Benjamin Wilcox 
04/06 Helen Crawford 
04/06 Robyn Dodrill 
04/06 Kaulah Hubbard 
04/07 Carl Broadwater 
04/09 Susan Jewett-Whipple 
04/09 Matthew Morse 
04/11 Carol Cline 
04/11 Katherine Bevan 
04/13 Cathy Teschke 
04/13 Judah Brown 
04/16 Deborah Heilman 

04/17 Katie Spath 
04/19 Kit Donaldson 
04/19 Gavin Leffel 
04/20 Jerry McIntyre 
04/20 Vernon Jewell 
04/20 Seth Wetherholt 
04/21 Gracelyn Dudas 
04/24 April Davidson 
04/24 Diane Stegkemper 
04/25 Kara Smith 
04/26 Robert Barr 
04/27 Doris Royer 
04/27 Austine Broadwater 
04/28 Gary Misich 

04/29 Roy Whipple 
04/29 Peggy Coffman 
04/29 Robert Lee  
 
 

 

 

  Itõs time to dust off the top hat and polish the cane! 

Itõs Showtime!!! 
THE ANNUAL TALENT SHOW has been schedule for  
April 17, 2016, right after the worship service.    

Please come and share your talent or at least come to enjoy those who do 
share their talents.  The sign-up sheet is located in the lounge.   

Sign up soon and sign up often.  
A pot luck dinner is also included.  Many, if not all of you, have a great tal-

ent to share in this arena.  YUMMY! 
Drinks will be provided.  Bringing your own table service is optional .   
Mark your calendars now.  See you all at the Annual Talent Show!  



In November, 2014, ECHO reached an important milestone ï 1,000,000 people were helped by the re-
sources available at echocommunity.org., the online source for networking, connecting, resourcing and 
educating.   Every minute, somewhere around the world a person is opening an ECHO resource.  Perhaps 
itôs a farmer, struggling with failing crops, to find a way to adapt to lower rainfall.  Or a missionary 
showing villagers ways to produce more food with available resources.  Or sharing new varieties of seed 
that will be more productive. 

Since the launch of echocommunity.org in 2011, usage has multiplied over 14 times. The number of 
countries from which people are searching this knowledge base during a given month has expanded from 
52 to 155. Every month, strategic resources are being produced and translated into more languages, im-
proving access for those who need it most.  Ongoing improvements to the software are making it easier 
for people to find the information they need.  Over one million times, somewhere in the world, a person 
has accessed an ECHO resource.  This is what ECHO shares with the world, and, by Godôs grace, this is 
just the beginning! 

MISSION FOR april   echo  

 

If you, a family member or a 
friend are in need or want of a 
visit, please call the church to 
schedule a time for Pastor Rick to 
come and see you.  440-428-3802 
or you can contact Pastor Rick 
directly by e-mail:  
r_hughes321@yahoo.com  or his 
cell  number 330-727-6536 

Wellspring Worship Service  

If you would like to try a  

worship service with a bit more 

of a contemporary flavor,  

come join us on  

Wednesday evenings  

at 6:45 pm.  

Receive the message and enjoy 

singing praise songs with a beat.  


